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ABSTRACT

The research aims to 1) study the history, archaeological evidence and value of
Dvaravati civilization in Suphanburi Province, 2) analyze the connection of Buddhism in
Dvaravati civilization in Suphanburi Province, and 3) develop learning media on the essence
of Dvaravati in Suphanburi Province using a mixed-method research process, both
documentary research and qualitative research, in the research area in U Thong District and
Mueang Suphanburi District, Suphan Buri Province. The research instruments used were a
survey, interviews, and focus group discussions. The researchers collected the data
themselves and analyzed them for discussion and recommendations through written
descriptions.

The study found that :-

The ancient city of U Thong served as a center for the propagation of Buddhism,
receiving the eighth Buddhist mission sent by Emperor Ashoka. This can be confirmed in
two distinct periods: 1) During the 12th-13th Buddhist Centuries (Theravada Buddhism):

Evidence from this period includes the Ye Dhamma inscription, Dharmachakra art, Prang-



style stupas, and Pali inscriptions, all of which exhibit influences from the Pala dynasty.
Additionally, key archaeological sites such as Stupa No. 10 and Stupa No. 2 at Phu Hang Nak
reflect this influence. 2) During the 14th-15th Buddhist Centuries (Mahayana Buddhism):
This period saw a stronger influence from the Pala tradition, with a belief system centered
around Bodhisattva ideals. A prime example is stupa No. 13 in the ancient city of U Thong.
Over the centuries, Buddhism remained firmly established in U Thong, serving as a core
foundation for Buddhist development in Suphan Buri province.

The Connection between Buddhism and the Dvaravati civilization in Suphanburi
historical studies, which often rely on hypotheses and assumptions, depend primarily on
the traces of historical sites and artifacts that have survived over time. The concept of
preserving these cultural traces fosters a sense of pride and appreciation for the Buddhist
heritage evident in U Thong. Given its profound spiritual and historical significance, this
heritage deserves recognition as a national or local treasure to support learning and
academic research.

The researcher has produced a video media to communicate the body of
knowledge and present the research findings on "The Essence of Dvaravati: History, Value,
and Cultural Legacy in Suphan Buri Province" along with a foldable educational brochure
on the cultural heritage sites of Dvaravati in Suphanburi province. This dissemination aims
to reach the academic community and learning organizations while promoting U Thong
ancient city as a cultural heritage tourism destination. Additionally, expanding collaborative
networks between government agencies and the private sector is crucial in preserving the

cultural legacy of the Dvaravati civilization in Suphanburi Province.
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Abstract

The research aims to 1) study the history, archaeological evidence and value of Dvaravati
civilization in Suphan Buri Province, 2) analyze the connection of Buddhism in Dvaravati civilization

in Suphan Buri Province, and 3) develop learning media on the essence of Dvaravati in Suphan Buri

Province using a mixed-method research process, both documentary research and qualitative


mailto:penphan.fua@mcu.ac.th

research, in the research area in U Thong District and Mueang Suphan Buri District, Suphan Buri
Province. The research instruments used were a survey, interviews, and focus group discussions. The
researchers collected the data themselves and analyzed them for discussion and recommendations
through written descriptions.

The study found that :- The the history and archaeological evidence, along with the traces of
the spread of Buddhism in the Dvaravati civilization, are evident in the ancient city of U Thong in
Suphan Buri province. These elements contribute to the cultural and psychological value and pride
associated with the ancient sites, which link the area to its historical significance as an important port
city and a gateway for trade and diverse cultural diffusion, including the spread of Buddhism from
India to Thailand. Promoting the ancient city of U Thong as a cultural tourism destination and creating
collaborative networks between public and private sectors is crucial for preserving the value and
heritage of the Dvaravati civilization in Suphan Buri province.

Keywords: Essence; Dvaravati; Dhamma
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