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Abstract

This research aims to (1) study the Buddhist community way of life in
Sampran District, Nakhon Pathom Province, (2) develop a Buddhist community-based
activity model for the conservation of the Tha Chin River, and (3) enhance and
disseminate innovative Buddhist community-based approaches for river conservation.
The research employs a Mixed Methods Research approach, collecting qualitative data
through in-depth interviews, focus group discussions, and participatory observations

with community participants.

The findings reveal that the Buddhist way of life is significantly linked to
environmental conservation, particularly through the role of monks and temples as
central institutions for disseminating Buddhist principles. Notably, the Four
Brahmavihara and the Four Sangahavatthu principles are actively used to foster
community awareness regarding the importance of water conservation. The developed
activity model includes eco-conscious almsgiving, riverbank clean-up campaigns, tree
planting along the riverbanks, and the construction of natural filtration systems. These
activities have led to a significant reduction in waste and improved water quality in the
Tha Chin River, while also enhancing public awareness and responsibility towards river
conservation. Additionally, traditional rituals such as Loy Krathong and fish releases

reflect the deep connection between the community and its water resources.



The Buddhist community-based activity model for river conservation is
designed by integrating Buddhist principles with practical environmental conservation
strategies. Core activities include eco-conscious almsgiving, riverbank clean-ups, tree
planting, and natural filtration systems. The implementation of these activities in the
community has effectively encouraged public participation and behavioral changes

toward sustainable environmental practices.

Furthermore, this research presents a Buddhist-Integrated Water
Conservation Model, which consists of the following key elements:

Applying Buddhist principles as a tool for environmental awareness

Encouraging collaboration between temples, communities, and local
authorities in planning and executing conservation efforts

Establishing community-based water conservation networks with temples

serving as hubs for promoting sustainable water management practices

The implementation of this model in the target area has proven effective in
fostering public awareness and participation, resulting in a structured and continuous
water conservation effort. Additionally, the model can be expanded to other
communities with similar socio-environmental contexts. The integration of Buddhist
teachings with environmental conservation efforts not only encourages sustainable
water resource management but also strengthens community solidarity and awareness

of the interconnectedness between human activities and natural resources.

Moreover, the dissemination of conservation innovations through
community workshops and simplified public communication materials has allowed
local residents to adapt these practices effectively within their own contexts. The
research findings underscore that collaboration between temples, communities, and
local organizations plays a crucial role in ensuring the long-term sustainability of water

conservation efforts.
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Abstract

This research aims to (1) study Buddhist community-based practices in Sam Phran District.
Nakhon Pathom Province. (2) develop community activities integrating Buddhist principles to
promote the conservation of the Tha Chin River. and (3) enhance and disseminate innovative
Buddhist community-based conservation practices. A mixed-methods research approach was
employed. combining qualitative data collection through in-depth interviews. focus group
discussions. and participatory observation with quantitative data collection using questionnaires

administered to community members.

The findings reveal that Buddhist community practices are strongly linked to environmental
conservation. particularly through the role of monks and temples as central hubs for disseminating
Buddhist principles such as the Four Brahmaviharas and the Four Sangahavatthus to foster
environmental awareness among the community. Activities developed include environmentally-
conscious almsgiving ceremonies. riverside clean-ups. tree planting along riverbanks. and
constructing natural water filtration systems. This research introduces the "Buddhist Community-
Based Water Conservation Model" (BCWC Model) as an integrative approach combining religion and
environmental conservation. The study highlights the critical role of collaboration among temples.

communities. and local authorities in fostering sustainable water conservation efforts.

Keywords: Buddhist community; water conservation; Tha Chin River; community participation;

Buddhism
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