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Abstract

The objectives of this research were : 1) to develop a mechanism for managing
the elderly society with participation of the grassroots community in Mueang Maha
Sarakham District, Maha Sarakham Province, 2) to develop the process of managing the
elderly society with participation of the grassroots community in Mueang Maha
Sarakham District, Maha Sarakham Province, and 3) to create a network for managing the
elderly society with participation of grassroots communities in Mueang Maha Sarakham
District, Maha Sarakham Province. It is using the method of collecting data from surveys,
interviews of key informants, group discussion of stakeholders, organizing workshop
activities and participatory observation by using research tools, namely interviews, group
discussions and participatory action research activities and by using qualitative data
analysis methods.

The research results found that :

Developing a mechanism for managing the elderly society with community
participation to be more efficient by operating in 2 parts: 1) developing a mechanism
system within the community in 7 areas, namely culture, religion, community
agreement, infrastructure and factors within the community, community costs, basic

welfare, community roles and status, and 2) develop a system of mechanisms outside



the community in 5 parts: Mueang Maha Sarakham Municipality, Schools for the elderly,
nursing homes, governmental agencies and entrepreneurs.

Developing a process for managing a participatory elderly society by using the
community as a base to support the elderly by managing the cost of resources available
in the community through a participatory process which has been carried out in
accordance with the context of the elderly and the potential of the community in 6
steps as follows: 1) to analyze factors affecting the elderly, 2) to create a mechanical
and process conceptual framework, 3) to create an operational plan, 4) to operate
according to the plan, 5) to evaluate performance, and 6) to develop for confirming
good practice processes in 6 parts, including developing community mechanisms to
support the aging society, preparation before entering the elderly, community
management to support the aging society, developing the potential of the elderly,
promoting the rights of the elderly, strengthen the network for managing the elderly
society and the constitution of community elders. As a result, the community has the
potential to self-manage the elderly, the elderly people are cared for to live a good life,
the basic community context is conducive to the elderly and communities adapt to live
together at all ages.

The creation of a network for managing the elderly society with community
participation by coordinating cooperation with relevant sectors to join in 4 parts of
operations: planning, following the plan, following up and evaluating and improve
developed improvement, by creating a network connecting 2 parts: 1) a network within
the community consisting of 10 organizations, including Village Health Volunteers, Village
Women's Development Group Committee, Village Fund Committee, Civil Defense
Volunteers, Cremation Assistance, Community Primary Health Center, Community
Enterprise, Elderly Club, Elderly School and the Community Temple, and 2 ) the
community external network consists of 5 organizations: Mueang Maha Sarakham
Municipality, Schools for the Elderly, Nursing Homes, Government Agencies and

Entrepreneurs.
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