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ABSTRACT

This research aims to enhance sustainable community-based tourism rooted
in Buddhist cultural practices in Mueang Chonburi District, Chonburi Province. The
study employs a Mixed Method Research approach, combining Quantitative Research
and Qualitative Research. The sample population consists of 400 residents of Mueang
Chonburi District, Chonburi Province, and 12 key informants and focus group
participants. The research tools include questionnaires and interviews, with data
analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and content analysis.

The research findings indicate that

Objective 1 The current and desired states of sustainable community-based
tourism rooted in Buddhist culture in Mueang Chonburi District, Chonburi Province. The
research findings indicate that the current state of sustainable community-based
tourism in this district is at a moderate level overall (X=2.72). The area with the highest
tourism potential is facilities (X=3.06), followed by attractions (X=2.77). The area with
the lowest tourism potential is the ability to organize tourism programs (X=2.44). As
for the desired state of sustainable community-based tourism in Mueang Chonburi
District, the overall desired state is at a high level (X=3.67). The aspect with the highest
desired state is accessibility (X=3.86), followed by the ability to organize tourism
programs (X=3.81), while the lowest desired state is facilities (X=3.55). Regarding the
needs and priorities for enhancing sustainable community-based tourism in Mueang

Chonburi District, the most urgent area for improvement is the ability to organize



tourism programs, which should be prioritized first, followed by accessibility. The area

with the least need for improvement is facilities.

Objective 2 Developing a plan to enhance sustainable community-based
tourism rooted in Buddhist culture in Mueang Chonburi District, Chonburi Province. The
research findings reveal the following aspects of the enhancement plan for sustainable
community-based tourism rooted in Buddhist culture in Mueang Chonburi District: 1)
Development of Buddhist tourism to foster cultural conservation awareness The focus
is on establishing the district as a central hub for Buddhist tourism in the province and
promoting mindfulness and cultural preservation. 2) Development of Buddhist tourism
to conserve the environment This involves optimizing land use in tourist areas and
managing resources within temples. 3) Development of Buddhist tourism to support
local economic development The aim is to boost the local economy and distribute
income to the community. 4) Development of Buddhist tourism as a model for
sustainable social development The emphasis is on creating networks to strengthen
the community in Mueang Chonburi District and ensuring that income from Buddhist

tourism is distributed to the community.

Objective 3 Evaluating the enhancement plan for sustainable community-
based tourism rooted in Buddhist culture in Mueang Chonburi District, Chonburi
Province. The research findings show that the evaluation of the plan's vision in terms
of suitability, feasibility, and benefits yielded the following results: Benefits Rated at a
high level (X=3.75). Suitability Also at a high level (X=3.53). Feasibility Rated at a
moderate level (X=3.01). For the strategic evaluation, it was found that: Suitability All
strategies were rated at a high level, with the highest being the strategy for developing
Buddhist tourism to foster cultural conservation awareness (X=4.02). Feasibility All
strategies were also rated at a high level, with the highest being the strategy for
developing Buddhist tourism as a model for sustainable social development (X=4.19).
Benefits All strategies were rated at a high level, with the most beneficial being the
strategy for developing Buddhist tourism to foster cultural conservation awareness
(X=4.12). For the tactical evaluation: Suitability All tactics were rated at a high level,
with the highest being the tactic of developing Mueang Chonburi District as a central
hub for Buddhist tourism in the province (X=4.19). Feasibility All tactics were rated at
a high level, with the highest being the tactic of creating networks to strengthen the
community in Mueang Chonburi District (X=4.33). Benefits All tactics were rated at a
high level, with the most beneficial being the tactic of tourism management (X=4.31).

For the project evaluation: Suitability All projects were rated at a high level, with the



highest being the Eastern Buddhist Studies project (X=4.49). Feasibility All projects
were rated at a high level, with the highest being the establishment of the Buddhist
Tourism Committee in Mueang Chonburi District (X=4.47). Benefits All projects were
rated at a high level, with the most beneficial being the project to elevate Buddhist

tourism service standards to international levels (X=4.43).
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“ Foster Douglass, Travel and Tourism Management, (London: Macmillan), p. e.
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